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The indignation of the United States was loud and clamorous
enough, but for American resentment she was well prepared.
It was the personal spite of Strangers at home which took her
aback. She had not realised that America to the do&rinaire
radicals of the period was almost sacrosanft. In their criticisms
of the rea&ion and conservatism at home they referred con-
tinually to the United States in illustration of their idealism.
For the moSl part they knew as little of real conditions in
enlightened America as their antitypes in the seventeen-
nineties had known of revolutionary France, or as their modern
counterparts know of Soviet Russia. But reformist's zeal sets
little Store by fafls; and the blasphemy of Mrs. Trollope did
not go unreproved, because the defenders of the sacred cult
of liberty had to rely on personal insult rather than on
argument.

From any lasting pain at the hostility of her anonymous
reviewers Frances Trollope was saved by the same need to
go on earning which had kept her level-headed after the
success of her firSt book. She had no time either for vanity
or for depression. Also the high spirits of her children turned
every literary happening to mirth. They called her "old
Madam Vinegar/' because some angry critic had used the word
in his attack on her astringent prose. All egoisms are impos-
sible in a house crowded with a loving but a disrespeSful
family.
Of Thomas Trollope's reaction to his wife's success there is
unfortunately no evidence. He was himself deeply engaged
on an immense Ecclesiastical Encyclopaedia, which was to run
to many volumes and be published through John Murray by
subscription. He seems to have sunk latterly into a remote
gloom, and to have become hardly conscious of what was
going on about him. He worked untiringly at what his wife
termed flippantly "his monks and nuns," until one of his
terrible headaches came and laid him low; then he would lie up
awhile and drug himself with calomel and groan and suffer.